SUDEEP SEN

ARIA’S FOOTPRINT

The block of text
I tirelessly worked on,

refused to resolve
its intent.

Then you came along —
your new body —

new fingers, new feet —
tracing their outline

on white margin-spaces
of my unruled page.

Ink-edges marked
your new step

like miniature ice-bergs
refusing to melt,

lest this archipelago’s
map

altered the safety

of currents.

I stared
at the unfinished

silhouette
and its soft edges —

its subtle tentative
frankness,

its clear honesty
of ambition,

its deep sepia-tinged
maturity.



I retraced

its periphery —

one that would
expand

the grip’s strength
in time,
each digit adding up

to an equation

no human can balance.
My son’s first

footprint on paper —
stamping a new will —

a new score’s
untrained future,

and the miracle
of tabula rasa.
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